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Division 22: Kimberley Development Commission, $1 943 000 — 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Because of the difficulty in travelling from the Kimberley, I have allowed my advisers to not 
travel down. I am happy for any complex questions to be answered by supplementary information, but I have a 
pretty good handle on what is happening. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Why, since the minister has been in office for two years, are there still difficulties 
travelling between the Kimberley and Parliament? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Can I just say in answer to that question, which refers to the first line item on page 291, that 
the planes are always there; they just never seem to run on time! 

The CHAIRMAN: Are you providing that answer by supplementary information, minister? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I do not think I can answer the question; I wish I could! Hopefully the increasing interest in 
areas such as Kununurra will lead to more direct flights rather than the stop-and-go that seems to be a bit of a 
feature of that part of the world. Access to Broome is obviously quite good; access to Halls Creek and Fitzroy 
Crossing is less good. The new government continues to support Golden Eagle Airlines, and hopefully we have 
stamped out some of the negative air travel that was taking place, to which there was reference in today’s 
newspaper. The 25 flights a week from Wyndham to Oombulgurri were referred to as the “grog express”. That is 
not good use of taxpayers’ funding; it delivered a level of dysfunction to that community. The Minister for 
Racing and Gaming, the Minister for Indigenous Affairs and I continue to discuss the best way possible to help 
communities such as Oombulgurri. Hopefully today’s decision to lock up that particularly nasty individual might 
go some way towards that. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: My point is that there is less time involved in a flight of 2.5 hours from the Kimberley 
Development Commission office in Broome to Perth, so that the agency can be accountable to the region 
through the Parliament, than there is for some development commission officers who have to travel by road from 
other parts of the state. The minister has indicated that there are considerable difficulties for the Kimberley 
Development Commission to get here. It is a 2.5-hour flight from Broome. The minister himself was in 
Kununurra for a concert over the weekend; if he can pop up there for the weekend, surely the commission can 
pop down to Perth to be accountable to the people of the Kimberley through Parliament. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member’s disappointment at not being able to question the Kimberley Development 
Commission would be much stronger if he actually had a question. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: They are not here to answer any questions, are they? 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


